
1

Welcome to the brand new  Communique!

In our  effor ts to increase our  communication w ith al l  of our  stake-holder  
groups, the Communique is just one of the many areas we are hoping to 
improve upon.  A new  layout and deliver y should increase our  
effectiveness.   With this new  layout we also plan to update our  timing 
and deliver y of the communique.  We w i l l  generate four  volumes of the 
Communique annually as opposed to a monthly "Newsletter ".  With a quar ter ly distr ibution we should be able to 
accommodate the busy schedules of our  teachers and coaches al low ing them additional time to generate content 
that is wor thy of the standards we put for ward.  This format should appear  more l ike a professional publication, 
ver sus a catch al l  newsletter.  This new  format w i l l  increase the r eadabi l i ty and information that is shared w ith 
you to create a more fulf i l l ing exper ience.  We hope you enjoy the changes.  I f  you are r eading this on our  
websi te and w ish to be added to our  emai l l ist to r eceive each issue of the Communique, emai l 

sjenson@oelwein.k12.ia.us.

Const r uct i on Updates

Construction is near ing completion a the Oelwein Middle School.  6 new  
classrooms, an off ice space for  the AEA, and a r emodeled pool turned into 
an athletic per formance center  w i l l  be usable by our  students this fal l .  In 
addition our  staff  has r emodeled the Middle School off ice, painted the gym 
cei l ing, and instal led new  bleachers.  

Thank  You!

I  want to send a special thank you to our  custodians and summer  staff .  I  
know  we do this each year  as we get star ted on a new  school year , but this 
year  has been special.  With the movement of two grade levels and dozens 
of teachers, the moving crew , painting crew , and cleaning crews had an 
enormous task of getting i t al l  r eady.  They worked ahead of schedule al l  
summer  getting teachers into their  new  spaces as soon as they could.  Thank 
you does not begin to cover  the grati tude we have for  this amazing staff . 
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Welcome Back! 

It is with great pleasure and 
excitement that I welcome our 
students, parents, faculty, staff, 
and community to the start of 
another great school year at 

Oelwein High School. 

As many of you know, the mission statement of the Oelwein Community School District is that we 
will do ?Whatever It Takes to Educate All Students?. To me, this means that myself and our staff 
have an obligation to do our best to collaborate, learn, and grow as professionals to provide our 
students with the education and skills necessary to be successful in their chosen path after high 
school. As you know, the chances of success are far greater when our students, parents, and 
community are bought into that vision as well. A strong partnership in this area will have a 

tremendously positive impact on our students! 

We have a lot of great things happening at OHS. Last year marked the first year of our Senior 
Seminar course, which allowed our seniors to collaborate with local groups and business and 
abroad to help them problem solve or to address problems or concerns in our community. We 
have student-facilitated enterprises, such as Big Dogs Coffee Shop, Husky Construction, and our 
sales and marketing classes? Husky Cart. Through our partnership with NICC, we offer over 30 
college-credit courses to our students, and the opportunity to develop skills in a number of 
technical areas such as welding and CNC through our course offerings at the Regional Tech 
Complex. Additionally, there is a huge selection of extra-curricular activities, including athletics, 
fine arts, and a variety of clubs and volunteer service programs to provide students with 
opportunities to be involved at OHS. OHS was recently recognized by U.S. News and World Report as 

?One of America?s Best High Schools in 2018?. 

Students, as a new school year begins, I encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities 
available to you. Get involved in your school and community, try a new activity, and challenge 

yourself academically.  

Parents and community members, we welcome your input, your collaboration, and your support 

as we all strive to do ?Whatever it Takes? for our students. 

Go Huskies!! 

Travis Druvenga 

OHS Principal  

OELWEIN
HIGH  SCHOOL 
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 As the lazy days of summer are slowly slipping 
away, the High School Counseling Office is looking 
forward to another exciting year.  We are eager to 
welcome back current students, freshmen, and 
new students to our district.  

WELCOME:

Oelwein High School is excited to announce that 
Ms. Rice will be joining our Counseling Team!  Ms. 
Rice graduated from the University of Northern 
Iowa, and she has been a School Counselor for 11 
years. Ms. Rice is eager to meet our students and 
will primarily be working with students in 9th and 
11th grades.   

 SCHEDULE CHANGES:

There will be specific days for students to request 
schedule changes prior to school starting.  It is 
important for us to meet to discuss your future 
goals while adjusting your schedule.  If changes 
are necessary, we will refer to the courses that you 
requested last spring.  

Changes t o schedules w il l  only be m ade dur ing 
t he designat ed t im es:

· Seniors - Tuesday, August 14th, 9am-3pm
· Juniors - Wednesday, August 15th, 9am-3pm
· Sophomores - Thursday, August 16th,        

9am-3pm
· Freshmen by appointment only

Addit ional changes needed once school has 
st ar t ed w il l  only be m ade on t hese days: 

· Seniors - Thursday, August 23rd
· Juniors - Friday, August 24th
· Sophomores - Monday, August 27th
· Freshmen by appointment only
 

FRESHMAN & NEW STUDENT ORIENTATION:

 Freshman & New Student Orientation will be held 
August 15th from 6-7:30 pm in the high school 
gym. We invite all freshmen, new students, and 
their parents to explore the building, locate their 
classes, try out their locker combination, and meet 
other students.

STUDENTS TAKING COLLEGE CREDIT COURSES

 
NICC Classes will also begin on August 23rd.  
College credit courses will appear on your high 
school and college transcripts.  These courses will 
start your ?COLLEGE GPA? ? so work to your full 
potential.  Failure of college credit courses may 
affect your financial aid eligibility in college.  If a 
college credit course appears to be too much to 
handle you must withdraw from the class by the 
deadline to avoid getting an ?F? on your college 
transcript.  See Mrs. Kane or Ms. Rice for the list of 
NICC drop dates.  Please review additional NICC 
guidelines and expectations on our website. 

ACT INFORMATION:

 Students may register for the ACT online at 
www.actstudent.org or pick up a registration 
packet in the counseling office.  Oelwein 
Community Schools will reimburse the 
student/family for the cost of the ACT Test once 
during their four years in high school.  Students 
are responsible for registering for the ACT online 
or by mail.  See the school counseling website 
for more information.

 

IMPORTANT DATES & EVENTS

 Counselor ?s Corner
School Counselors: Mrs. Kane & Ms. Rice

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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Dear Oelwein fans,

 I am excited to start my 2nd year as your Assistant Principal and Activities Director! I am looking 
forward to another great school year as the high school is getting very busy this fall. Be sure to 
check out just some our fall activities that we offer at the high school- football, volleyball, cross 
country, cheerleading and band just to name a few.

I am starting my 18th year in education. Before coming to Oelwein I was a High School  Principal, 
teacher and coach. When I am not at the High School I am chasing my son around who just 
turned 1 year old! 

My message and advice to all of the parents and students has always been the same, get 
involved as much as possible at the High School! My personal goal is to increase the 
participation rates in all of our activity programs at our schools. You will find if your son or 
daughter goes out for 2 or more activities, they will be much happier, make new friends, and 
reach their academic goals in high school! 

And the message has been getting out and received as we saw an overall increase of about 20% 
in participation for our fall sports this season. Football, Cross Country and Volleyball each seen 
an increase of participation of about 10 kids for each sport. We are excited to see this as it will 
generate more positive results on the playing field too.  

Parents, there are many service opportunities throughout the high school that can help make us 
better too. One of these groups is the Booster Club that helped raise over 20,000 dollars last 
year alone.  All of the money raised is spent on helping our high school and junior high sports 
with their needs. The Booster Club meets the first  Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm in the 
High School Library and is open to the public.

Along with the Booster Club help, we are always trying to upgrade our athletic facilit ies Oelwein 
School District. This year we open up a new activity center called the Church William's Activity 
Center. It has new athletic turf, new weights, and a climbing wall along the interior. The high 
school will have new record boards near the cafeteria and new wall pads in the gym. The middle 
school gym has new paint on the ceiling, new pads for the walls and new gym bleachers. 

If you cannot make it out to watch our athletes compete, you can view it on the internet now! 
Oelwein School have been working with the NFHS network to purchase cameras to make all of 
our conference games viewable on the internet. So starting this fall, football, volleyball, track 
wrestling and basketball games are viewable with a paid subscription. You can subscribe for $30 
dollars a season or $60 dollars a year and watch our games anywhere there is internet. 
Information on how to sign up will be hopefully coming out next week. 

I am looking forward to seeing some old and new faces this year.  If you have any questions or 
comments please feel free to contact me. Go Huskies! 

Steven Lueck 

Assistant Principal/Activities Director Oelwein High School

319-283-2731

slueck@oelwein.k12.ia.us
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HUSKY 
ACTIVITIES  

Volleyball

The volleyball program looks 
to have around 45 
participants for the 2018 
season (players & managers 
included).  The majority of 
our athletes have been 
working hard consistently all summer long with the lift ing/speed & agility schedule (Mon., 
Wed., & Thurs.), as well as the volleyball open gym schedule (Mon. & Thurs.).  The players 
& coaches have put in a lot of time & have shown improvement in both skill & 
understanding of the game.  

On Thurs., Aug. 2, the varsity team, Coach Andersen, & Coach Letzring will be traveling to 
participate in the Central College Team Competition Camp in Pella, Iowa.  There are 20 
schools/teams involved & we will end up playing around 12 matches in 2 days.  This is an 
annual camp that provides us with the opportunity to compete against some teams we 
don't normally see during the season.  It also gives the team a chance for some fun & 
bonding time to develop as a group.  

Our first competition date is Sat., Aug. 25, when the varsity participate in the 
Independence Tournament.  We only have 3 home matches on our schedule this year: 
Tues., Sept. 11 vs. Waverly-Shell Rock (conference opener); Thurs., Sept. 27 vs. Decorah 
(Breast Cancer Awareness Night); & Tues., Oct. 2 vs. Charles City (Senior Night).

We are looking to be very competitive with every team we face this year.  We want all 4 
teams - freshman, JJV, JV, & varsity - to be successful.  The varsity team has a good mix of 
athletic ability, experience, & chemistry with a core group of 10 seniors.  We're hoping, 
with hard work, that it translates into victories.  

Head Coach Lee Andersen
  

Cheer leading

The cheerleaders are looking forward to a great cheer season this year. 
We are getting eager to cheer at the games, to see the excitement in the 
crowd, homecoming, the pep rallies and many other events throughout 
the cheer season. Go Huskies!

Head Coach Jamie Knowles
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Band

The high school marching band's fall show is tit led 
Extraterrestrial and is a fun, sci-fi look at the topic of space.  
Several students will be featured as soloists, drum majors, 
actors, as well as some other fun roles unique to this specific 
show.  The band is lead by director Cory McBride, as well as color guard instructor Terrecia 
Shoudy and percussion instructor Alex Astiazaran.

The band is excited to unveil the show and perform for our home crowd at the upcoming 
Friday night home games.  In addition to these performances, the peak of our season 
includes going to the Bands Across the Prairie, Five Seasons, and IHSMA State Marching 
Band competitions.  We are hoping that this will be our most successful year in recent 
history through continued dedication, determination, and musical excellence.

This fall we also have several students preparing and auditioning for All-State.  Preparation 
for this is typically a multi-month process so these students have already begun working 
on their audition music/requirements.

Band Instructor Cory Mcbride
 

HUSKY 
ACTIVITIES 

 

Foot ball 

We will have 17 Seniors on this years team. A big jump from having 4 on last year 's squad.

A lot of changes happened in the past 9 months. We had a great increase in the 
participation with Strength and Conditioning. This should translate to the field well in 
terms of our physical ability but also in terms of how they think of themselves. Many times 
in recent years our student-athletes have taken the field with defeat in their mind already, 
we are in the process of changing that. Everything we have done since November 1st has 
been part of the plan to change that mindset and create confidence within each individual 
and within the team.

We have a great coaching staff to help bring it all together. Paul Yokas, Alex Stepan, Nick 
Robinson, Drew Grundmeyer, Josh Vanderloop, Rick Ladeburg and Ron Voshell make up 
the high school staff this year. 

Mike VanDenHul is also a huge part of our staff and makes practices and games run a lot 
smoother with his presence to take care of injuries and other preventative measure that 
without his presence would be very tough. As a head coach, he is vital to running a great 
program. 

As a team and staff we are looking forward to a fun, exciting and successful 2018. Its a 
great time to be a Husky! Go Huskies! 

Head Coach Trevor Arnold

GO HUSKIES!



7

 Infinite Campus Parent/Student Portal and School Website 

You may access the district website at www.oelweinschools.com 

You and your parents are encouraged to monitor your grades throughout the school year using the 
Infinite Campus program. The website also contains information for each building in the district, 

including staff email addresses, student information on Infinite Campus, activities calendar, lunch 
menu, and links to educational sites. To gain access to the parent portal of Infinite Campus,            

please call 319-283-3015. 

 

  

Welcome to the Middle School 

The 2018-19 school year at the Oelwein Middle 
School is quickly approaching and I am thrilled. This 

will be my 28th year in education, and I have enjoyed every year. With the changes to the building, and the addition 
of fifth grade, this year will be extra special. For the past few months, staff members and administration have been 
working with contractors to prepare the school for the transition to a 5th ? 8th-grade building. I am looking forward 
to getting to know the students better and seeing all the exciting learning taking place in our classrooms. 

Our mission is; "Whatever it takes to educate all students" This mission becomes reality through the teamwork of 
parents, community members, and staff working together to make a difference for our children. Every decision we 
make is based on what is best for our students. We are here to help our students meet our high academic 
expectations while preparing them to become career and college ready. 

Over the summer we have welcomed several new staff members including; three special education teachers, a 
music teacher, an art teacher. Additionally, we are working on transitioning the fifth-grade team and an additional 
math teacher to our middle school team. 

As a working parent, I know how precious time can be. I realize how important the school experience is for each 
child. Every day our goal is to provide opportunities for every student?s unique learning needs. Communication is 
key to providing a successful experience for your child. Please stay in touch with our team and attend school events 
when possible. Feel free to contact me to discuss your student?s progress. Working together we will help our 
children reach their fullest potential. 

Mrs. Steggall
 mbsteggall@oelwein.k12.ia.us 

   

OELWEIN
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 
  
Oelwein Middle School Open House! 

Come and see your school 
Students 5th grade thru 8th grade 

August 21st from 6pm-8pm  
   

 
  

Parent/Teacher Conference Dates 
September 24 ? 4pm - 7pm  

September 26 - 8-10am and 4-6pm 
 2 hour late start for students  

  

Middle School Academic Support 

Middle School is providing academic support for students. Academic support services are provided daily to help 
students with their academic needs. Students will need to contact their parents to make prior arrangements. 

Help is available daily: 

- Before school at 7:30am-8:15am 

- After school from 3:20pm-4:00pm 

   

 

  

Water bottles may be used by 
students during the class day. 
Only water is allowed. 
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Hello Elementary Families!

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome back all of our returning Wings Park families, as well as those 

of you who are new to us this year! Additionally, I?d like to extend a happy Husky welcome to our 

kindergarten families. We are also so very excited to have our fantastic first graders joining us at Wings Park! 

We are thrilled and looking forward to an outstanding school year and we know it will be the best one yet! 

We are ready for the awesome task of doing whatever it takes to educate all students. Our entire school 

community is dedicated to providing our students with an educational experience that allows each student 

to reach their full potential. We believe that it is critical to provide leadership opportunities, character 

education and the opportunities to be creative and collaborative. Additionally we strive to provide 

opportunities for students to communicate, give and receive feedback and model the importance of being 

flexible, adaptable and accountable.

We hope to see you at our Back to School night on Tuesday, August 21 from 5:00 - 7:00 for all Kindergarten 

through 4th grade students. This is an excellent time for the students to meet their teacher and drop off 

their supplies.

When students come home from school many families ask, ?So, how was your day?? Then are met with a 

reply of, ?Good.? or ?Fine.? If you would like to know more about your student?s day, here are some ideas that 

can help you get those answers!

 

1. What was the best thing that happened at school today? (What was 

the worst thing that happened at school today?)

2. Tell me something that made you laugh today.

3. Tell me about three different times you used a pen/pencil today.

4. If you got to be the teacher tomorrow, what would you do?

5. Show me/tell me something you learned today.

Please consider becoming part of the P.T.A. We would love to have you 

be a voice for your students and the school.

 

ELEMENTARY:
WINGS PARK
& LHLC
Shannon  Har r el son 
-  Pr incipal
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IMPORTANT DATES & EVENTS
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Community Partners

NICC
RAMS & 
RTC

Com m unit y Par t ners
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 WWC Fit ness Classes Boot  Cam p: ATTENTION! Tired of the same 
boring exercises that make it harder and harder to motivate yourself to 
work out? Fight the boredom and blast calories with Boot Camp! 
Through strength training and cardio, you will melt fat, firm muscles, 
and sculpt your entire body. Pilat es: A system of gentle exercises 
designed to strengthen the muscles of the abdomen and lower back while improving overall 
flexibility and coordination. Piloxing® Bar re:Using the same fundamental disciplines from the 
Piloxing program (Pilates, boxing and dance), PILOXING Barre is a well-rounded workout that is 
low impact yet intense. This program creates full body awareness utilizing a Ballet Barre.  PiYo: 
PiYo combines the muscle-sculpting, core-firming benefits of Pilates with the strength and 
flexibility advantages of yoga. Unlike traditional yoga where poses are held for a long time, we 
crank up the speed to deliver a true fat-burning, low-impact workout that leaves your body 
looking long, lean, and incredibly defined. Silver  Sneakers-Classic: A total body conditioning 
class offering exercises for the upper and lower body designed to increase muscular strength, 
range of movement and activities for daily living. Resistance tools and a chair for seated and 
standing support are used to increase the effectiveness of the exercises. SLAM: Looking for 
somewhere to interact with your kids and other parents all while getting in a great workout? 
Sweat Like A Mother aka SLAM is the class for you! This boot camp style class if kid friendly and 
will provide a total body workout all while having fun. Tot al Body Toning: This class works the 
muscles in your entire body using a variety of strengthening and stretching techniques. Weights, 
tubes, and exercise balls are used to increase muscle strength and endurance. Turbo Kick : 
Ready to become a total knockout? With fun, rhythmic cardio kickboxing moves and high energy 
music, you?ll get ultra lean and tones ? while having a blast! YogaFit ®:YogaFit is part of the Hatha 
yoga tradition and is a vinyasa style. YogaFit classes link several poses together to create 
strength, flexibility, endurance, and balance, effectively working all parts of the body equally. The 
YogaFit class experience is on of non-judgment and non-competition. Zum ba®: the 
Latin-inspired, easy-to-follow, calorie-burning, dance fitness party? . Feel the music & let loose. 
Zum ba®Sent ao: By transforming a chair into a sizzling dance partner, the explosive Zumba 
Sentao program strengthens your core, torches calories, and sculpts muscle. Revolutionize your 
cardio workout with targeted resistance training and experience exotic world rhythms in red-hot, 
never-before-seen ways. Zum ba® St ep: We combine the awesome toning and strengthening 
power of Step aerobics, with the fun fitnessparty that only Zumba® brings to the dance-floor. 
Zumba® Step increase cardio and calorie burning, while adding moves that define and sculpt 
your core and legs. Zum ba® Toning: When it comes to body sculpting, Zumba® Toning raises 
the bar (or rather, the toning stick). Learn how to use lightweight, maraca-like Toning Sticks to 

enhance rhythm and 
tone all the target 
zones, including 
arms, abs, and 
thighs. Zumba® 
Toning is the perfect 
way to sculpt your 
body naturally while 
having a blast.  

Community Partners

Com m unit y Par t ners

WELLNESS
CENTER


