
 

   

 

 

   

 

             

               

                 

                

 

                

              

            

                 

               

  

 

             

              

                  

           

 

             

 

  

             

             

              

           

   

 

     

             

               

                

             

           

                   

  
                   

April 17, 2020 

To OCSD Families, 

If you are anything like me, you found the news from Governor Reynolds 
heartbreaking. I too was holding out hope of coming back to see teachers and 
friends, if only for a week or two. Today that opportunity was taken away from us 
and it is normal for us to feel sadness. Our school year just ended. 

To the Senior class - I am exceptionally sorry. Everything you had hoped for your 
senior year just floated away in the wind. No senior pranks, skips days, illegal 
camping on school grounds, no prom, and most certainly a graduation ceremony 
that will be unique to your class alone. I find hope knowing that you are resilient 
and will not let these moments define you - but instead you will define these 
moments. 

To our Families - thank you for your continued support during this unprecedented 
time. When you are balancing your job and life challenges during this pandemic 
you have taken on the role of teacher and counselor. We hope you will stay with us 
as we continue to improve in our connections with students. 

Below is a list of some updates which might be important for you: 

Continued Learning 
We will continue to support continuous learning through the last week of May. 
Please continue to access these resources at oelweinschools.com. We know that 
the resources and learning habits will improve as we get better at creating student 
learning opportunities that are both highly engaging and highly successful for 
student learning. 

High School Grades and Credit 
Each high school student will receive a pass/fail grade for their second semester 
through March 13. Students at risk of failing will be given opportunities to improve 
their grades and scores to a passing level. The pass/fail option does not and will 
not impact any student GPA. Cumulative GPAs will essentially be locked from fall 
2019 semester until the end of the fall 2020 semester. 
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Graduation 
We currently have tentative plans to continue with an Outdoor Graduation 
Ceremony/Senior Parade on May 17 at 2:00. These plans are tentative in nature 
and will be subject to new contact/social distance orders. 

Prom 
2020 prom is now cancelled. I believe there is great possibility for parents and the 
community to host a student prom event/dance over the summer once social 
restrictions are lifted. The school district will be willing to support this endeavor, 
but will no longer be able to act as host. 

Spring Sports and Activities 
All spring sports and activities are now canceled until May 29, 2020. 

Summer Sports 
Plans are being developed to push schedules and start dates back with the hope of 
trying to capture some, if any, of the summer sports season. 

Summer School 
We are developing plans to initiate a summer school option that is both onsite and 
virtual. We have some funding streams available to make this a reality and hope to 
fully capitalize on those resources. This too is tentative as we work towards a 
gradual and responsible release of social distancing orders. 

School Calendar 
The State of Iowa will be waiving the August 23, 2020 start date. I believe it is 
highly likely that OCSD will look to adjust our 2020-21 School Calendar and start 
the school year early. Additionally, we may extend the school year beyond the 
traditional 180 days if we are financially able. Starting school with a full or partial 
schedule in early August will allow for students to recover potential learning losses 
found in the wake of this pandemic. 

At the end of the day, we must look at this situation and all that we have to be 
thankful for. I am thankful to the healthcare workers on the frontlines that are 
keeping everyone healthy and serving those that aren’t. I am thankful to all of 
those working in service industries so we can still get groceries, gas, Amazon 
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packages, etc. I am thankful to all the workers that continue to go to work each 
day knowing the fear they live in that they will contract COVID-19 and bring it 
home to their families. I am thankful to the school staff that continues to work 
each day. I am thankful to families that have taken a larger burden than they 
planned to help us educate their students at home. 

I am mostly thankful for the kids of this community: you are learning life lessons 
we could not possibly be teaching you at school. Your generation will be stronger 
and more resilient because of this. The lesson you are learning now will shape the 
leaders and citizens you become. I know that five years from now we will have 
gained more than we lost through this, because of you. 

My best, 

Joshua J. Ehn 
Superintendent 
OELWEIN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS 
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